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2014 Annual general Meeting

July/Aug 2014

Howzit
Updates from the American Society of South Africa

Thursday, Sept 25th @ The Maslow Hotel

The2014AnnualGeneralMeeting (AGM)will takeplaceonThursday,September

25th in the private dining roomof theMaslowHotel in Sandton. Current ASSA

members and friends are invited to attend as well as all those wishing to join

for the 2015 year (Sept 1, 2014 - Aug 31, 2015).

For thosewhohaveneverattendedbefore, theAGMallowsBoardmembers to give

a brief overview of their area's achievements for the past year, a chance for

members to voice their opinions, and vote in the Board for the next year. We've

decided to keep it casual this year, so don't worry, no boring powerpoint

presentations. The AGM will be limited to 30 minutes and then we can move on to

the drinks!

TheAGMwill be followed by ourmonthly happy hour which is inclusive to all

ASSA friends and guests, and will offer a chance to pay membership dues.

Please check your email for information and an invitation.

At this time, Johannesburg is both a local chapter andheadquarters for theNational

ASSA Board. Board meetings are held once per month, usually at a Board

member’s home and generally last two hours.

With many current board members moving away, we are in great need of some

energetic and enthusiast volunteers to keep the momentum of the Society going.

Please have a look at all the open positions and volunteer your name today. Come

on, don't be shy and get involved!

When: Thursday, September 25th

Where: The Maslow Hotel in Sandton

Time: 5:00 for 5:30pm

Complimentary welcome drinks for everyone attending the AGM. The

September 3T will follow the AGM at 6pm. There will be passed appetizers

and a cash bar.

ASSA Board Member Slate

To be voted in at the AGM:

President

• Open

Executive Vice-President

• Open

Executive Treasurer

• Open

Online Communications Co-chairs

• Erica Dees and Andrea Barfield

Membership Chair

• Rebecca Maserumule

Newsletter Editor

• Open

Community Serivce Chair

• Open

Activites Chair and Co-Chair

• Heather Summers and Ricky Palomar

Executive Secretary

• Open

Member at Large

• Desiree Jarvis

Interested? contact Marguerite,

americansocietyofsa@gmail.com.

ASSA Celebrates Mandela Day

Several ASSA members and friends did their part in honor of Nelson

Mandela Day and volunteered "67 minutes" by making and delivering 100

lunch boxes to the Thuthuzela orphanage in the Alexandra township. We met

one of the founders (pictured here) whose son went missing nearly a decade

ago when he was 15 years old. Thuthuzela means comfort and she hopes

someone out there is comforting her son like she houses, clothes, feeds,

educates, and comforts nearly 80 orphans. Thank you to all of those who

contributed including: Heather Summers, Erica Dees, Champa Andresen,

Desiree Jarvis, Marguerite Slavik, Sandy Levenberg, Nicki Wingate, Grace

and Derek Schuurman, Darlene Kasten, Dana Dwyer, Yolanda Cottrell,

Suzie Blackford, Jessica Patricelli and Kim Neath. For more information on

this orphanage, please visit: www.thuthuzela.co.za/

AGM and September 3T All in One Event!
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Come check out the stylish Maslow Hotel in Sandton.

This year's Annual General Meeting will be held at The Maslow Hotel on Thursday, September 25th at 5:30pm.We booked a beautiful glass

enclosed private dining room overlooking the gardens. There is free, ample parking. Situated in the heart of Sandton's business district, The Maslow

offers some of the best corporate services and facilities in Sandton, including free and unlimited WiFi connectivity throughout the hotel, 12 meeting

rooms, a conference centre, a techno gym and an Africology Spa.

www.suninternational.com/maslow/ T:+27 10 226 4600 maslow@suninternational.com

Corner Grayston Drive & Rivonia Road, Sandton, 2031, Gauteng GPS:S 26° 5' 53.2458" E 28° 3' 28.0614"

Save the Date!



Membership Info

Family & Couples R250

Senior fee (60+) Family & Couples R180

Individuals R175

Senior fee (60+) Individuals R120

(membership valid Sept. 1 2014 - Aug 31, 2015)

We kindly request payment via EFT to Standard Bank,
Sandton Branch Code # 019205, Account #022

655 220. Please reference surname/renew in the subject
line. If you can't pay via EFT, please contact
assamoney@gmail.com for assistance in alternative
payment methods. Wire transfers are not cost effective for
you or the ASSA so please contact us before you make a
non-EFT payment. Thank you.

time to renew your

membership

It's a new membership year and an exciting time at the ASSA.
Renew now, at the beginning of the ASSA year, to take full
advantage of all the benefits being a member has to offer
including discounted pricing on all events, entrance to exclusive
members-only events, and priority access to limited seating
events.

3 Easy Steps

Select Rate

1

Make a Payment
2

Proof of Payment
3 Send to assamembership@gmail.com.

assamembership@gmail.com

Farewell Friends
The ASSA would like

to wish Jake Harris,

Jeannie Ellis and their

darling girls all the

best in their move

back to Washington

DC. Before leaving, the

family donated a

beautiful American flag

to the ASSA. Thank you! We will think of you guys

everytime we proudly hang it. Jake and Jeannie are

photographed here with their daughters at the 2012

Thanksgiving celebration, their very first ASSA

event. They were thankful for new friends. Aw!

Farewell ASSA members Sherri

and Art Woodcock who are in

England for an interim

assignment before relocating to

South Korea. Sherri was

instrumental in securing

R23,000 worth of golf items for

the silent auction at the Consul

General's Cocktail Reception.

She did this despite not being able to attend the

event because she was boarding a plane that day to

the US! Thank you Sherri for your time and tireless

effort. We wish you all the best in South Korea. To join ASSA, go to americansocietyofsa.org/membership/

for the online application.
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Edu Fun Zoo Trip - Volunteers Needed

Monday, September 29th
Remember these sweet faces? At the 2013 Thanksgiving Celebration, ASSA raised an

amazing R11,350 to support Edu Fun, an education-based charity which teaches English

to Grade 3 students at the Diepsloot Combined School. Approximately R7,000 will be

utilized for the 2014 Grade 3 field trip from Diepsloot to the Johannesburg Zoo while the

balance was used to acquire shoes for the children. This field trip is often the first time

any of the children have ventured outside the township they call home.

The Zoo trip will take place on Monday, September 29th and Edu Fun is asking for

volunteers to help chaprone the students. Here are the details:

• Volunteers meet at the zoo between 9-915am. Entrance and parking fees will be
collected from all the volunteers so that a total payment can be made with the kids
entrance fee.

• The kids arrive on buses from Diepsloot at about 9.30am.
• Once through the gates the kids are divided up in to groups (number dependent on
how many volunteers we have).

• Each group is given a map of the zoo and you can then do it at your on pace.
•We meet back at the bandstand at about 12ish.

• Volunteers should bring water, hats and flat shoes.

RSVP Avril, avrildsa43@gmail.com to volunteer for this event.
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Events

About Sunlight Safe House
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R150,000 donated to Sunlight Safe House

If you know of or work with a non-
profit that might benefit from a little

ASSA help, please contact us at
americansocietyofsa@gmail.com.
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Events

Suggest an Event!

ASSA Upcoming Events

25
Sept

Thursday

AGM and Sept 3T
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Have an idea for an ASSA event? Let us know. Send

suggestions to assajoburgevents@gmail.com.

29
Sept

Monday

Edu Fun Zoo Trip
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21
Aug

August 3T

!"#$ %& "$ '() '(#*+ ,(%*&+-. /0,1

"2 )3)*. 4"$'( 2"* (-55. ("%*6

0,& -*) 2*)) -$+ "5)$ '" -77 8998

4)4:)*&; $"$<4)4:)*& -$+

2*#)$+&6 ='>& - ?*)-' "55"*'%$#'.

'" $)'@"*A -$+ B-'B( %5 @#'( "7+

2*#)$+& @(#7) 4-A#$? $)@ "$)&6

!"#$ %&'() *+(,&'- *'.+/

0+-&12+ 3&45

!""! #$#%$&' ()* +&,$)*' -$.$%&(/$* 01.2 3/4 (/ /4$ 5" 6#%(''27'

89##1),/2 8$)/$& ,) :&$/9&,(; !-/,<,/$' ,)-.1*$* ( =,$ -9)/$'/> %,?$ =(&(*$>

()* @(#$' +9& /4$ ?,*'; A$#%$&' B()( BC2$& ()* D,-?2 :(.9#(&> '4(&$

=,-/1&$' /4$2 ')(==$* 9) /4$ +1)> #$#9&(%.$ *(2;

Thursday

Great day for the ASSA at Coopers

Cave! Thank you to Dr. Christine

Steininger for a wonderful talk on our

ancestors, how very similar we are all

are to chimps, and how rich the Cradle

of Mankind is with early hominid and

animal fossils! If you missed the outing,

try to get one of her tours that are open

to the public!

http://shop.maropeng.co.za/

products/140802-02-august-coopers-

cave-picnic-and-tour

Explore Cooper's Cave, A Walk Back in Time

Important Note: September 3T will actually be a 4T. The

monthly happy hour event will take place on Thursday,

September 25th at 6pm at The Maslow Hotel in Sandton

following the Annual General Meeting. There will be passed appetizers and a

cash bar. As always, all ASSA members, non-members and friends are

welcome. Hope to see you there.



Get to Know
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Darlene Kasten
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MEET

the members

South African Favorites

We asked 5 members 3 random questions to uncover their little South
African favorites.

Sandy Levenberg
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Ryan Barfield
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Jay Wingate
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Travel

!

Afriski is one of only two ski resorts on the

African continent. Situated in Lesotho's

majestic Maluti Mountains, only 80km from

the South African border, Afriski was the

perfect winter holiday for Heather and Brad

Summers and their two boys, age 8 and 6.

Heather shares their first-time experience

hitting the snowy slopes of Africa.

Skiing in Africa, really?
We first heard about AfriSki last
year from some friends of ours
who could not stop raving about it.
It sounded like such fun, we
booked immediately. Not
knowing what to really expect, we
bought all the necessary ski
clothes, packed the car and went
the 4th of July weekend.

Getting There
The drive was a breeze and the
border crossing was almost too
easy to be true. Americans need a
passport (no visa required) and a
certified copy of your vehicle
registration papers (although no
one ever even asked to see this).
After crossing the border, you
quickly enter rural Lesotho which
was simply stunning. As you
climb higher into the clouds, the
views are breathtaking, the
streams and waterfalls become
frozen artworks. The steep road
has hairpin turns, certainly not a
road to be driven at night (or fast)

somakesureyour timing is right! Asyouapproach theski resort
you can see the slopes and chalets – the kids couldn’t stop
screaming “SNOW”! For kids born and bred in Joburg, snow
(even the fake stuff) is still a novelty and the excitement was
certainly contagious!

Hitting the Slopes
AfriSki has 3 separate slopes: the
bunny slope, intermediate and
advanced and all are accessed
using T-bars. While it’s not skiing
in the Rockies or the Alps, it is
skiing INAFRICAand for a family
of four new to skiing, it was
perfect! I haven’t beenon skis in 20
years, my South African husband
has only been once, and my two
kids have never skied at all so we

put them in the kids ski schoolwhichwas veryworthwhile! The
instructors are mostly college kids from abroad and they made
it so much fun for the young ones with different games
incorporated into the lessons. The kids ski school is roped off
from the bunny slope right next to the refreshment stands sowe
could leave them in capable hands, go for a few runs and then
watch the rest of their lessonswhile enjoying a hot chocolate (or
schnapps or gluhwein!)

Wonderful Accommodations

The service we received from check-in, ski lessons, restaurants,
equipment rental, through to check-out was the best service
we’ve ever had in Africa wherewe’ve lived and travelled for 17
years.Thismadeforanentirelystress freeweekendandwewere
able to just relax! We booked 4 day packages for both
accommodation and skiing. The accommodationwas clean and
close by to the slopes and restaurants making it easy at the end
of a long day skiing. All chalet units are equippedwith heating
and electric blankets and some have gas fireplaces – perfect for
those cold, high-altitude nights!

AfriSki really does think of everything – free night
depots for your skis so you don’t have to lug them back to the
chalets, free helmets for the kids, boerwors rolls on the braai,
music setting themood all day long ranging from classic 80’s to
German Oompa bands, and family friendly entertainment
shows at night.

Plan your visit
AfriSki was a magical experience for our family and we’ll go
back next year. Visit their website http://www.afriski.net/ to
plan your trip. I hope you enjoy it as much as we did!!

By Heather Summers

A rare African ski resort

AfriSki, Lesotho
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By Champa Andresen

Big Game Highlights

Lion Sands - A Magical Holiday
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Voting in 2014

!

Registering to Vote: Complete a new Federal Post

Card Application (FPCA). Even if you have voted by

absentee ballot in the past, you must complete a new Federal

Post Card Application (FPCA) to vote in the 2014 elections.

The FPCA is accepted by all local election officials in all U.S.

states and territories. It allows you to register to vote and to

request absentee ballots for all regular, primary, run-off, and

special elections for federal offices (President, U.S. Senate, and

U.S. House of Representatives) during the course of the year it is

submitted in.

You can complete the FPCA online at FVAP.gov. The online

voting assistant will ask you questions specific to your state. It

will tell you if your state allows the FPCA to be returned

electronically or if you must submit a paper copy with original

signature.

Receiving Your Ballot: Request Electronic Delivery!

States are now required to send out ballots 45 days before

a regular election for federal office (President, U.S. Senate or

U.S. House of Representatives) and states generally send out

ballots at least 30 days before primary elections. No matter

which state you vote in, we encourage you to ask your local

election officials to deliver your blank ballots to you

electronically (by email, internet download, or fax, depending on

your state). Be sure to include your email address on your FPCA

to take advantage of the electronic ballot delivery option. You

can now also confirm your registration and ballot delivery online

for most states.

Researching the Candidates and Issues: Online

Resources. Check out the FVAP links page for helpful

resources that will aid your research of candidates and issues.

Non-partisan information about candidates, their voting records,

and their positions on issues are widely available and easy to

obtain via numerous websites such as Project Smart Voter. You

can also read national and hometown newspapers on-line, or

search the Internet to locate articles and information. For

information about election dates and deadlines, subscribe to

FVAP's Voting Alerts (vote@fvap.gov). FVAP also shares

Voting Alerts via Facebook and Twitter.

Returning Your Completed Ballot: Other Options. If

your state requires you to return paper voting forms or

ballots to local election officials, you can do so free of charge

at the nearest embassy or consulate. They must be in either

postage paid return envelopes or in envelopes bearing sufficient

domestic U.S. postage, and must also be addressed to the

relevant local election officials.

If you wish to send your voted ballot via mail, place your voted

ballot in a U.S. postage-paid envelope addressed to your local

election officials. Drop it off at Consulate Johannesburg as early

as possible, and we’ll send it back home for you without the need

to pay international postage. If you can’t visit the Consulate in

person, ask a friend or colleague drop it off for you. If it’s easier

for you to use South Africa’s postal system, be sure to affix

sufficient international postage, and allow sufficient time for

international mail delivery. If it’s more convenient for you, you

can also return your FPCA or ballot to your local election

officials via international mail or professional courier service at

your own expense.

Learn more at the Federal Voting Assistance Program's

(FVAP) website FVAP.gov.

If you have any questions about registering to vote overseas,

please contact Johannesburg’s Voting Assistance Officer at

011-290-3000, or email at VoteJohannesburg@state.gov.

Your vote counts! Did you know that many recent U.S. elections have been

decided by a margin smaller than the number of ballots cast by military and

overseas voters? All states are required to count every absentee ballot as long as it

is valid and reaches local election officials by the absentee ballot receipt deadline.

Follow a few simple steps to make sure that you can vote in the 2014 mid-term U.S.

elections:

1

2

3

4

From US Department of State
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Online

ASSA's New Website

Upcoming Events Photo GalleryLatest Newsletter

It's Live!
Did you know that ASSA has a new website? The web address remains the same -

www.americansocietyofsa.org - but it has a new look and feel to it. Additional design features

will be rolled out in the coming months. The ASSA Board would like to express its gratitude and

thank Andrea Barfield and Erica Dees for their hard work, creativity, and patience in relying on

Telkom to produce the new website, well done ladies!

Here's just a few items you will find on the new

website:

• About the ASSA

• Upcoming Events

• Gallery of photos from past events and activities

• ASSA's community outreach projects

• Membership information

• About the board members

• US Consulate information

• Latest and archive issues of the ASSA newsletter

• Information about the Cape Town Chapter

• And much more!

Board member and

superstar Andrea Barfield

completed the website

just weeks before giving

birth to her first baby.

Congratulations Ryan

and Andrea! Kayla Denise Barfield was born on

Friday, July 18th weighing 3.8kg and measuring

52cm (8lbs 6oz and 20.5in).

New Member on the Website Team
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What's Happening

Classifieds Moving with items to sell? Have a business service to offer our members? Contact
newsletterassa@gmail.com for more information about free listings for all members.

The ASSA provides classified ads as a free
service to members and reserves the
right to accept or reject advertisements.

The ASSA is not responsible for the content of
ads and we urge you to use caution when
sharing personal information over the internet.

Cars for Sale

2010 Toyota Fortuner 4.0 V6

Automatic Transmission

(67,000 KM)

Low mileage metallic silver

Fortuner in great condition. It has

4 new tires and is up to date on

its service. Features include: 6-

cylinder, five speed automatic

transmission, automatic

temperature control, leather interior, power steering, cruise control,

remote keyless entry, alarm, power windows, mirrors and seats,

front loader CD, steering wheel mounted audio controls, seats 7

with folding 3rd row seats, and many safety features. One look and

you will know this vehicle has been cared for. Asking R 265,000

(negotiable). Call Dan at 082 602 2727 for more information.

Available early August.

2005 BMW Z4 2.5i 6-cly. 5-speed Manual Transmission

Great running BMW Z4 with

black convertible top. This

vehicle has 4 new Michelin

Tyres and up to date on its

service, making this one

mechanically sound vehicle.

Features include: 2.5i 6-

cylinder, five speed manual

transmission, leather interior

w/alloy interior trim, power seats and windows, power steering,

cruise control, remote keyless entry, smash and grab window

protection, front loader CD, steering wheel mounted controls and

many other features. 140,300 km on the clock (low mileage for a

car this age). Asking R 115,000 (negotiable). Call Dan at 082 602

2727 or email danielandresen1026@mail.com for more

information. Available early August.

To Let

Offices in Lonehill, Sandton. Spacious reception area

on ground floor, large office on first floor. Under-carpet

heating. Own entrance. Secure boomed-access

crescent. Phone 083 302 3981 or email

dereklaw@gwisa.com.

To Office Furniture for Sale

• Standard 4-drawer Filing Cabinets - R750 each.

• Standard Finish Desk - R850.

• Pine Bookcase 88cm x 89cm - R200.

• Varnished pine table 1.8m x 90cm – R750.

Phone 083 302 3981 or email grace@gwisa.com.

refrigerator for sale

Electrolux Stainless Steel Refrigerator.

21 Cubic Feet (.60 Cu Meter) for sale.

The refrigerator/freezer combo is in good
condition. Two of the plastic
covers located on the door is
cracked, but it does not affect
the operability of either the
refrigerator or freezer.
R 2,500. Call Dan at 082 602

2727 or email

danielandresen1026@mail.com.

Available end of August.
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What's Happening
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Contact Us

Have questions, comments, or suggestions?
Email ASSA board members at the following

addresses:

Money matters (Marguerite Slavik):
assamoney@gmail.com

Membership inquiries (Heather Summers,
Membership Chair):
assamembership@gmail.com

Website inquiries (Erica Dees & Andrea Barfield,
Website and Online Communications co-chairs):
assawebsite77@gmail.com

Activities inquiries (Anne Wertz, Vice President):
assajoburgevents@gmail.com

Newsletter content (Champa Andresen,Newsletter
co-editor):
newsletterassa@gmail.com

General inquiries (Marguerite Slavik, President):
americansocietyofsa@gmail.com

Standard Bank,

Sandton #019205,

Account # 022 655 220

ASSA Banking Details

Email assamoney@gmail.com for assistance in

making bank payments via EFTs.

Please consider bank charges before making

cash deposits or sending wire transfers from

abroad. The bank charges for both you and

ASSA can be quite significant. Let us know if

you are considering either. We are happy to

work with you to bring down the cost.
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Join us on FB to keep up-to-date on all

ASSA Events and Activities.

Search 'The American Society of SA'
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Think Outside the Box -

Does the U.S. Consulate

know that you and your

family are living in South

Africa?
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