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Howzit
Updates from the American Society of South Africa

The ASSA and US Embassy celebrated the Fourth
of July at the Embassy Community Center in
Pretoria. Despite the cold weather (a chilly 16C
degrees), nearly 200 people showed up sporting
their red, white and blue. It was a traditional
Independence Day complete with fun games and
face painting, singing of the National Anthem, an
address by Embassy Officer Cherie Jackson, a bake
off (won by Vicki Van Rensburg) and a good old
fashioned American BBQ enjoyed by all.

Send us the name of

your favorite restaurant,

pub, lounge, bar that

you'd like to see as a venue

for our monthly 3T happy hour. If your

suggestion is selected for the Oct 3T,

your drinks for the night will be on the

ASSA! Don't delay! Free drinks goes to

the 1st person to send in the selected

location. So if 5 people suggest the

same location, the Board will award the

first suggestion received. Entries due

Sept 26. Submit suggestions to

newsletterassa@gmail.com or post

your hotspot on facebook. Winner will

be contacted via email. Good luck!

4th of JulyCelebration

Drinks on ASSA!

See all the pictures on facebook.

Search 'The American Society of

SA'.

@ US Embassy Pretoria

The winning pie by our very

own, Vicki Van Rensburg.

Mark your Calendar!
Happy Halloween

This American holiday
is right around the
corner and the ASSA is
planning a friendly
family event that is
sure to spoil the kids
with candy and fun games! So
prepare your halloween
costume and watch your email
for details.

Thanksgiving Lunch

Eat, drink and be thankful! Come
enjoy a family friendly
Thanksgiving lunch in a beautiful
outdoor setting. This is a new
venue from last year, but the same
great caterer!

When: Sunday, Nov 24th

Where: Buitengeluk, Broadacres
Lifestyle Centre, Fourways

Time: 12:30 for 1pm
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September marks the beginning of Spring in South

Africa (thank goodness as I’m getting tired of

wearing a coat inside!) and is also the beginning

of our new year and membership term.

September’s 3T will actually be a 2T, taking

place on the 2nd Thursday (September 12th) at

the Southern Sun Hyde Park Hotel. The 2T is on a

special date because it’s also our Annual General

Meeting (AGM) which will take place before the happy hour. The

AGM is an opportunity for the Board to review the past year with

ASSA members and to also vote in the 2013-14 Board. I hope all

members will be able to attend.

We've had an amazing, fun, and rewarding experience revitalizing

the Society this past year and I’m genuinely excited about and

encouraged by the potential of 2014. I’d like to encourage you to be

a part of that by joining the Board. Please see on this page the slate

of incoming Board members as well as information on the newly

created Social Responsibility role and Events Committee. There is

room for everyone who is interested. Don’t be shy and get involved!

For those of you who have not yet joined the ASSA, what better time

to join than Spring? We will begin the 2014 membership drive at the

September AGM / 2T with membership forms available for you to

complete. We will also accept payment of dues at the same time.

Please don’t hesitate to contact me, or any other Board members,

with questions or just to let us know what’s on your mind ~ we'd

love to hear from you!

With warm wishes,

Membership Info
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Letter from the President
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The 2013 Annual General Meeting (AGM)

will take place at the Southern Sun Hyde

Park Hotel on September 12th. Current

and 2013-14 members are invited to

attend the AGM and to vote in the new

Board. The agenda includes overview of

achievements prior year, summary of

events, financial position, plan for 2014, and voting in the

2014 Board. The AGM will be followed by our

monthly happy hour which is inclusive to all ASSA

friends and guests, and will offer a chance to pay

membership dues. Please check your email for

information and an invitation.

At this time, Johannesburg is both a local chapter and

headquarters for the National ASSA Board. Board

meetings are held once per month, usually at a board

member’s home and generally last two hours. All Board

positions are listed below, however we are looking to

expand the Board with additional roles such as

Community Service Chair. Please contact us with

questions, for more information, or to sign up!

Annual General Meeting,
September 12th

Contact americansocietyofsa@gmail.com to sign
up!

Annual General
Meeting and Sept 2T

When: Sept 12th

Where: Southern Sun Hyde Park Hotel, Sandton

Time: 5pm for 5:30pm. 2T begins at 6pm.

All members will receive a welcome drink and

appetizers will be provided.

The September 2T will follow the AGM at 6pm.

Board Positions - to be voted in at the AGM:

!Executive Vice-President (Anne Wertz)

!Membership Chair (Heather Summers)

!Executive Treasurer (Marc Sullivan)

!On-Line Communications Co-chairs (Erica Dees

and Andrea Barfield)

!Executive Secretary (Rebecca Maserumule)

!Newsletter Co-chairs (Champa Andresen, Open)

!Community Serivce Chair (New Position Open)

Join the ASSA!

New Membership Year Starts in September!

ASSA is an all inclusive club aimed at celebrating American

holidays, exploring local culture, laughing and having fun!

Benefits to joining ASSA include:

! American holidays celebrations such as July 4th, Mardi Gras,

Thanksgiving, and Halloween

! Monthly events and outings such as happy hours, hikes, river

cruises, theater evening, and more

! Family friendly events

! Discounted pricing on all events, entrance to exclusive

members-only events, and priority access to limited seating

events

! Meet interesting people and make new friends

Visit www.americansocietyofsa.org for rates & application form



Events & Activities

This year the ASSA supported Meals on Wheels (MOW) for our Nelson
Mandela Day volunteer activity. Meals on Wheels For The Aged is a
multi-faceted welfare service aimed at helping the elderly live out their
sunset years in dignity and relative comfort. The MOW service utilizes
voluntary helpers who prepare and deliver nourishing meals to the
struggling elderly in the comfort of their own homes.

About 20 ASSA members and friends cooked well-balanced meals and
baked desserts on Thursday, July 18 and delivered this food to 16
households on Friday, July 19. The food delivered was the main source of
all food to be consumed for the next three days for these recipients.

In addition to preparing and delivering the meals, the ASSA
donated nearly R1,500 to MOW. This contribution came from
personal donations made by ASSA members as well as the funds raised
at a raffle held at the July 3T, which also took place on Mandela Day.

A huge thank you to the volunteers and those who donated funds, time,
and resources. You have made a significant contribution to the lives of
the less fortunate. Your commitment and enthusiasm are much
appreciated!

!

ASSA's Mandela Day Project
Meals on Wheels

A Special Thank You to the volunteers and those who
donated funds!

Adrienne Schwartz
Anne Wertz
Annette Widmer
Sandy Levenberg
Vinod Rowjee
Rebecca Maserumule
Rebecca Kemp
Heather & Brad Summer
Champa Andresen
Monique Van Klev

Erica Dees
Tara Dooley
Marguerite Slavik
Desiree Jarvis
Grace & Derek Schuurman
Kathleen & Mike Parker

If you know of or work with a non-profit
that might benefit from a little ASSA help,
please contact us at
americansocietyofsa@gmail.com.

Meals on Wheels Community Services is a non-profit
organization providing cooked meals, to the poorest of
the poor, vulnerable persons and the elderly & providing
community support, infrastructures, and services to those
in need. For more information about how you can help,
please visit

www.mowcs-sa.org.

Thank you all so much for your extremely
kind and grand service to all our Meals on
Wheels recipients. Everyone is unbelievably
grateful at your generosity of both time and
resources. ~ Edna, MOW coordinator

Your generous contributions for Mandela Day were awesome. I
have received many compliments for the lovely food and extras so
please pass on our grateful thanks to all the members involved –
you certainly made a difference in the lives of our recipients.
~Tracy, MOW volunteer



Events & Activities

July 4th in Cape Town!

Andrew Fleming and
Steven Delit organized a
July 4th celebration for
the Cape Town chapter
at Rick's Cafe American
(modeled after the place
in the movie Casablanca)
which was attended by
about 30 people from the
U.S. Consulate and the
American community.
Next up they're planning
a Labor Day event.
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3T June and July

The June 3T, held at the Moyo Zoo Lake,

was on an especially chilly evening but that

didn’t keep about 25 people from

attending. After appetizers, drinks and face

painting, many of us stayed for a delicious,

authentic African meal in the much warmer

inside restaurant and enjoyed some live

music.

The July 3T, held at the Fourways Brazen

Head, was coincidentally held on Nelson

Mandela Day. We had a great turnout with

about 40 people which filled up the private

Wine Cellar room booked for our group.

Everyone enjoyed the Irish Pub feel and

authentic brew! We raffled a biography of

Nelson Mandela (Grace Schuurman was

the lucky winner) which raised R700 –

thank you to everyone who purchased

raffle tickets! This combined with personal

donations amounted to a R1,500

contribution donated to Meals On Wheels.

Drinks on us! ASSA might be

buying your drinks at the next 3T.

See details on page 1!

Hiking the Melville Koppies
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Search 'The American

Society of SA.'

If you live in Cape Town and are

interested in getting involved,

please contact Andrew,

andrewsfleming@gmail.com.
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Events & Activities

Members enjoyed President's

speech in Cape Town!

Sincere thanks to Monica Stewart from

Democrats Abroad (DA) who gave half of

the tickets allocated to the DA for President

Obama's speech at UCT to the ASSA.

These tickets were presented to Cape

Town residents, Andrew Fleming and

Steven Delit, who have volunteered their

time and efforts to revitalize the local

chapter. Both thoroughly enjoyed the

President's speech which was given in an

intimate setting and were grateful to

Monica for considering the ASSA.
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ASSA Upcoming Events

Thursday
Aug

15

Sunday24
Nov

August 3T Happy Hour

Thanksgiving Lunch
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October 3T

Vaal River Boat Cruise & Wine Tasting
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GET TO KNOW
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Matt’s first impression of South Africa and what

struck him the most when he moved here from

Philadelphia was the friendliness of the people.

“Everyone I met was so friendly and inviting and

really made me feel right at home from my first

day.” If you’ve met Matt, you’ll know this could

easily be accredited to his personality as he has

that special knack of befriending most people he

meets.

Matt graduated from the Monterey Institute

of International Studies with an MBA in

International Management. While attending

university, he worked for an early childhood

educational supplies company. However upon

graduation, his career in banking began with a job

at HSBC in the Card Division. After a time with

that company, he worked for Dell Financial

Services in Austin, Texas and then made his way

back to the East coast to work for Barclaycard in

Delaware. In that position, he had stints in Spain

and India, however his current role with Absa (a

subsidiary of Barclay Bank) is Matt’s first

permanent overseas role. He arrived in South

Africa in February 2012 and is happy knowing he’ll

be here working in the Card Division (part of

Barclaycard) for up to another three years.

It’s a good thing Matt’s career has taken him to

several continents as one of his hobbies is

traveling. On his return trips to the US, he makes a

point to stop over somewhere to experience a new

culture and most recently stopped over in Buenos

Aires for a couple days on the way home after

seeing his family in Pittsburgh. It may be no

surprise then that some of his key interests are

airplanes and aviation and he admits to having a

very big interest in cars.

In his first year in South Africa, Matt traveled

around the country but also has plans on visiting

Victoria Falls in the Spring with his sister and

hopes one day to make good on a plan to visit

Mauritius. He really enjoys the game drive/bush

experience and has a hard time naming his

favorite reserve. “I really loved Makanyane for the

amazing service and totally luxurious and relaxed

experience. But I did see more game in Sabi

Sands. I have been lucky enough to see all big 5

and on my last trip to Sabi Sands was even able to

see leopard cubs, cheetah cubs, lion cubs and

hyena cubs.”

Having been away from home for a long period of

time, I wanted to know what he was craving or

missing the most. Like most of us living in

Johannesburg, Matt is in need of a good Mexican

food restaurant or as he explains, “Tex-Mex food”.

He tries to satisfy that craving by going to Mexican

Fresh in Bryanston at least once per week. In

addition to food, he also misses some of the

American reality TV shows that aren’t shown at all

in SA or are shown a few seasons behind.

On the weekends, he enjoys the open air

shopping areas like Melrose Arch or Brooklyn

Design Square to enjoy South Africa’s beautiful

weather while catching up with friends over brunch

or lunch. He’s also become a ‘regular’ at ASSA

events and got into the American spirit at the July

4th celebration by having a USA flag painted on his

face which he was going to keep on for another

July 4th party that evening.

When you see him next, you can give him some
suggestions on where to stay in Durban or the
Drakensberg for his upcoming adventures there.

Matt Kramer
In Madikwe at Makanyane with his mom

and sister.

We want to know everyone!

So don't be shy. Email

newsletterassa@gmail.com, if you're ready

to be the next "Get to Know" member, and

our editors will contact you for an interview.

We would love to hear from everyone!

By Marguerite Slavik
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Travel

Mapungebwe, home of the golden rhinos
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Anne and Brian are orginally from
Philadelphia, Penn. Anne is currently
the Executive Vice President of ASSA.
Contact her at
assajobergevents@gmail.com. You can
follow all of Anne's wild South African
adventures on her travel blog,
www.joburgwaltzes.wordpress.com

By Anne Wertz
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About the Travelers



Travel
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Mapungebwe continued
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What's Happening

!

Contact Us

Have questions, comments, or suggestions?
Email ASSA board members at the following

addresses:

Money matters (Marc Sullivan, Treasurer):
assamoney@gmail.com

Membership inquiries (Heather Summers,
Membership Chair):
assamembership@gmail.com

Website inquiries (Erica Dees, Website and Online
Communications Chair):
assawebsite77@gmail.com

Activities inquiries (Anne Wertz, Vice President):
assajoburgevents@gmail.com

Newsletter content (Stephanie Tural, Newsletter
co-editor):
newsletterassa@gmail.com

General inquiries (Marguerite Slavik, President):
americansocietyofsa@gmail.com

Special Deals
Inyati Game Lodge in
the Sabi Sands Reserve

The Inyati Private Game Reseve is a beautiful lodge, with rolling
lawns down to the Sand River where the elephants come to drink.
There's wonderful sightings of leopard and lions and their cubs.

Bookings can be made direct with the lodge
by contacting +27 11 486 2027 / 4073. Please
quote 'Intour' for the discount. For more
info. visit www.inyati.co.za.

Standard Bank, Sandton #019205,

Account # 022 655 220

ASSA Banking Details

Will you be in JHB for New Year's? If so, we

want to know if you’re interested in a New

Year's Eve or New Year's Day celebration

event – please contact us at

assajoburgevents@gmail.com

New Year's Party, anyone?

Moving with items to sell?
Have a business service to
offer our members? Contact

newsletterassa@gmail.com
for more information

about free listings in this
newsletter.


